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Cabinet Planning and Parking Panel 
14 March 2024 
 

 
 

WELWYN HATFIELD COUNCIL 
 
* Reporting to Cabinet 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the WELWYN HATFIELD COUNCIL CABINET PLANNING 
AND PARKING PANEL held on Thursday 14 March 2024 at 7.30 pm in the Council 
Chamber, Council Offices, The Campus, Welwyn Garden City, Herts, AL8 6AE. 

 
PRESENT: Councillors K.Thorpe (Chairman) 

R.Platt (Vice-Chairman) 
 

  S.Bonfante, J.Boulton, R.Grewal, T.Kingsbury, 
G.Michaelides, L.Musk, A.Hellyer, C.Stanbury, 
S.Thusu, P.Zukowskyj and D.Panter 
 

OFFICIALS 
PRESENT: 

C Carter, Assistant Director (Planning) 
M.Wilson, Planning & Policy Implementation Manager 
R Misir, Senior Democratic Services Officer 
 

 
 
 

 
99. SUBSTITUTIONS 

 
The following substitution was made in accordance with Council Procedure 
Rules: 
Councillor Darrell Panter for Councillor S Goldwater.  
 

100. APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor S Goldwater. 
 

101. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 15 February 2024 were agreed as a correct 
record.  
 

102. NOTIFICATION OR URGENT BUSINESS TO BE CONSIDERED UNDER ITEM 
8 
 
None. 
 

103. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS BY MEMBERS 
 
Councillors Kingsbury, Thusu and Zukowskyj declared an interest as members 
of Hertfordshire County Council.   
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104. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PETITIONS 
 
There were no public questions or petitions.  
 

105. HERTFORDSHIRE DEVELOPMENT QUALITY CHARTER 
 
Officers introduced the report which presented the Hertfordshire Development 
Quality Charter for the Panel’s consideration and onward recommendation for 
endorsement by Cabinet. The charter, which was created by the Hertfordshire 
Growth Board, sought to improve sustainability and design quality for new 
development in the county. The charter did not stretch much beyond the 
requirements of the adopted Local Plan; however, through the Growth Board, 
there was an ambition to support a benchmark level of development quality 
across the county and this could be the start of that process. Further work would 
come back to Cabinet Planning and Parking Panel (CPPP) in the summer 
including Welwyn Hatfield’s sustainability SPD. Endorsement of the charter 
would mean it became a material planning consideration.    
 
A member noted the Council’s ambitions about sustainability and sought 
clarification as to whether the charter did not prevent it from doing more than it 
would want to and was an outline of the minimum that was required. Officers 
confirmed the charter was a baseline; the Growth Board had been trying to draw 
a baseline level across the county but each council had the option of developing 
its own policies and guidance beyond that, subject to planning processes. 

   
RESOLVED: 
(Unanimous) 
Cabinet Planning and Parking Panel: 

a) Recommended to Cabinet that the Hertfordshire Development Quality 
Charter be endorsed as a material consideration in the determination of 
planning applications by the Council, as Local Planning Authority; and 

b) Agreed the decision would be taken by the Executive Member using their 
delegated powers under paragraph 18.1(b) of the Cabinet Procedure 
Rules.   

 
 
Meeting ended at 7.39 pm 
 

 


